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been captured, apparently by the African tribesmen. He is unable to collect sufficient money to pay their ransom, and so, following the example of St. Ambrose, he melts down the sacred vessels of his church, and sells the metal.
Yet amidst all these varied and distracting episcopal duties, Augustine found time for controversial work and letter-writing, which form of themselves an extraordinary monument to his industry. His occupations at Hippo seem to be of no account whatever. His eye is constantly sweeping over the African provinces in search of a grievance to remedy, or a prominent heretic to defy. Synods and councils innumerable drag him from one end of Africa to the other. Aurelius of Carthage, the nominal chief of the African Church, detains him at Carthage until the murmurs of his congregation become intolerable. Yet month after month, and year after year, fresh works issue in his name, some of them astounding in their volume. tYom every part of Africa, from Spain, Italy, and Gaul, questions are sent to him and obscure heresies denounced. One day a man picks up a small volume in the streets of Carthage, treating of a heresy he is unacquainted with. At once he forwards it to the great Augustine ofoccur to !iim «, .wtilr niattn , l»y thr ,|rvnr »vi.,»L has so happily solved u modern difficulty <i| thr Kiii.i, In «j.«!- .,- r prelate takes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
